


 

 

Before The First Day 
              
             Genesis 1:1-2 - In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without 
form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters.  We start off with the assurance that God is the creator (this is echoed in John 1:1-3).  There can be no 
confusion: He really did create everything.  You may have heard of the “gap” theory where there are millions of 
years of evolution and previous societies and other ways to agree with Darwinism.  I see that as compromise, a 
way to accept the World view and the Biblical view at the same time.  However, it does open the question: does 
the Genesis account refer to the beginning of time itself, or does it primarily cover the creation of our world, our 
Earth?  While we are assured of God as Creator of all, the account seems to start calmly, with water and 
darkness and the Spirit of God.  The other acts of creation had God saying: “Let there be…”  God didn’t say: 
“Let there be a planet with darkness and emptiness and water.”  God did not say that at this point; it just says 
"the Earth was..."  One might argue that “without form and void” equates to vacuum, but the deep water was 
already there.  So, from our point of view on the Earth it’s dark, it’s wet, it‘s empty.  There is no land, and there 
are no places to go.  There are no creatures, no plants, nothing’s happening.  But the Spirit of God is there, 
moving. 
 
             Now let’s back out of this dark scene 
and ask what things might be like away from 
the Earth, the view from across the street (so 
to speak).  We can’t really know, but let’s try 
this idea and see if it fits:  We see a swirling 
disk of gasses, liquids and solids that have 
been gathering together and compressing 
through mutual attraction.  As the disk 
compresses, it heats up, lumps form in 
whirlpools around the edge, and the center 
gets very hot.  This system can be referred to 
as the Solar Nebula.  The very center is what 
will become our Sun.  The smaller lumps will 
become our Earth and the other planets.  As 
yet there is no light reaching Earth, just heat.  
Our Earth is a water world with one globe-
circling ocean and a rocky core.  It’s 
embedded in the disk of the Solar Nebula, so 
there is no light from the stars, or the sun or 
from what will become our moon.  This is 
consistent with the Genesis account so far as it is seen from the surface of the Earth: darkness, liquid water, 
and pretty much nothing else. 
 
There Was Light But No Sun 
 
             Genesis 1:3-5 - And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. And God saw the light, that it was 
good: and God divided the light from the darkness.  And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 
 
This has been one of those big, unanswerable questions in Creation Science: How could there be light when 
God hadn’t created the Sun yet?  Let’s go back to our Solar Nebula.  On this first day, God causes Solar 
Ignition.  By this, I don’t mean the chemical process of combining combustible material with oxygen.  According 
to astrophysics, when a nebula gets large enough and dense enough, gravity wins in a big way and a nebula 
turns into a star.  And furthermore, it can happen quite rapidly.  The Sun started shining when the gasses in the 
proto-sun heated to the point where they became transparent.  Genesis describes this as an act of God: “Let 
there be light.”  All God had to do was trigger an event that was already pending.  So, how is it that there was 
light with no Sun?  The solar furnace is ignited, but the Sun is not visible in the sky of the Earth.  The light was 
filtering through the Solar Nebula, so there was daytime and (as the Earth turned) nighttime.  Remember that 
the account is told from the perspective of someone on the ground (or at least treading water at this point).  
There would be no visible disk at all, just light and dark.  However, this situation did not last long.  According to 
astrophysics, when a young star makes this change, it generates a shock wave (the T Tauri Wind) which rapidly 
pushes away the dust and gas of the disk shaped solar nebula, clearing the solar system of debris. 



 

 

 
 
Water Above and Below 
 
             Genesis 1:6-8 And God said, Let 
there be a firmament in the midst of the 
waters, and let it divide the waters from 
the waters.  And God made the 
firmament, and divided the waters which 
were under the firmament from the 
waters which were above the firmament: 
and it was so. And God called the 
firmament Heaven. And the evening and 
the morning were the second day. 
This is the point where God raised part of 
the deep to above the atmosphere and 
put it into orbit around the Earth.  It 
vaporized to become a huge water vapor 
torus (a shape like a donut or inner tube) 
around the equator of the world.  This 
was also needed to reduce the depth of 
the ocean so that when God gathered the 
waters together the next day, dry land could rise out of the now shallower sea.  So, in day 2, God lifted the 
waters vertically, while on the third day, He separated them horizontally, creating the land.  During day 2 and 3, 
the solar wind was continuing to push the nebula back, creating a larger and larger clear area around the sun. 
 
 
The Stars Also 
 
             Genesis 1:14-19 And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from 
the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years:   And let them be for lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth: and it was so. And God made two great lights; the greater 
light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he made the stars also.  And God set them in the 
firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, And to rule over the day and over the night, and to divide 
the light from the darkness: and God saw that it was good. And the evening and the morning were the fourth 
day. 
On this day, the zone of transparency around the Sun has expanded out to the Earth’s orbit and the sky (mostly) 
clears.  The vapor torus still circles the Earth in the same plane as the Sun and Moon, blocking any direct sight 
of them.  Notice that Genesis 
does not use the terms Sun 
and Moon; it talks about a 
greater light and a lesser 
light.  We have always taken 
this to be poetic.  However, 
Genesis mentions the stars 
specifically as stars.  If it were 
consistently poetic, it would 
have called them tiny lights.  
Perhaps it really means what 
it says.  Perhaps the light 
from the Sun and Moon was 
filtered through the water 
vapor torus orbiting the Earth, 
making them appear as blurry 
lights by diffusion.  They 
would not be seen as the disk 
of the sun or the moon, but 
as great lights.  But wouldn’t 



 

 

the stars be blurry also?  Yes, they would, but only in the equatorial plane.  The water vapor is orbiting around 
the Earth at the equator, leaving the pole areas free.  These are what are mentioned later in Genesis 7 as the 
“Windows of Heaven.”  Looking up into the night sky, you would see a great band of water vapor stretching over 
the sky.  To the north and south of this band you would see the stars, as brilliant as they are today.  If the moon 
was out, you would see it as a bright area, but not our familiar globe. 
 
 
The Windows Open 
 
             Genesis 7:11-12 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of 
the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were 
opened.  And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.”   The vapor torus collapses, and the water 
rains down on the Earth.  As the torus shrinks, the windows of heaven (the clear parts of the sky at the poles) 
would enlarge until they meet when the vapor torus has totally rained out.  So, the windows of heaven literally 
did open!  After the flood, the Sun and the Moon became visible, because there was no longer the vapor torus 
to blur them in our sight. 
 
Putting It All Together: The Evidence 
 

The words Sun and Moon do not appear in the Bible till after Noah’s flood! 
Since the light from the Sun was blurred over a larger area before the flood, then there would have been no 
rainbows, as the optical properties of a rainbow require a more concentrated light source; a blurry light 
source blurs the colors together.  Only after the vapor torus was gone could a rainbow appear as mentioned 
in Genesis 9:12-17 immediately after the flood.  
Water has an unusual property: it absorbs most of 
frequencies of the electromagnetic spectrum 
except for a very narrow band.  This “clear” band 
closely matches the frequencies of the 
electromagnetic spectrum that we can see, which 
we call visible light.  While we would be protected 
from the harmful ultraviolet rays and harsh heat of 
the direct infrared, we would be able to see quite 
well with the visible light that reaches the ground.  
Perhaps our eyes were designed to see in that 
environment. 
Jupiter has a vapor torus (not water) that’s held in 
place by magnetic forces.  Our Van Allen Radiation 
belt (actually two belts)  is about the correct size 
and shape for our theoretical vapor torus and is 
held in place by the Earth’s magnetic field.  
Perhaps the Lord did something within the Earth 
that both broke open the fountains of the deep and collapsed the bulk of the magnetic field that was 
stabilizing the vapor torus.  The radiation belt may be just a dim shadow of a much more important structure 
long gone. 
Water in outer space can be vapor or ice crystals, depending on the temperature.  In near vacuum, water 
can be quite cold and still be a vapor.  Water in the outer solar system is quite cold and will freeze into ice 
crystals.  This is what happens at Saturn and the other gas giants.  Because the water is in the form of 
individual ice particles, they do not act as a gas, but orbit independently.  Mutual collisions eventually form 
them into a flat disk.  The Earth, however, is in a much warmer zone and the water does not freeze, but 
stays a vapor.  This causes a vapor pressure that gives the torus its thickness.  Orbital mechanics try to pull 
it into the same plane, but the pressure causes it to tend to expand.  This is what prevents the collapse into 
a thin disk.  There will also have been considerable effects from the magnetic field. 
The gas and dust from the original nebula would ultimately freeze out as it was pushed away from the sun, 
forming the asteroids and comets we have today. 
The vapor torus would absorb infrared and ultraviolet light from the Sun and re-radiate a gentle heat over a 
large portion of the Earth, creating a very mild climate. 
The age of the Sun is also affected by this theory.  “Windows of Heaven” only deals with the time since the 
solar ignition, but still requires a young Sun.  Most estimates of the age of the Sun are based on the 
presumed age of the Earth and other bodies, rather than the Sun Its self.  There is some remarkable 



 

 

evidence for a young sun, including solar resonance and projected changes in solar temperature. 
One of the greatest challenges in Creation Science has been the problem of “Fossil Light.”   If there are 
stars that are millions of light years away, how can we see them if they were created only a few thousand 
years ago.  There have been several theories to account for this, some of them quite good.  The “Windows 
of Heaven” gives you an option: you can accept a New Earth / New Universe view, or you can accept a New 
Earth / Old Universe view.  Either way, “Windows of Heaven” can explain a lot and is quite consistent with 
the Scriptures.  However, if you take the New Earth / Old Universe point of view, the fossil light problem 
simply goes away. 
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